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Students’ AT Rights

Legal Definition of AT
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Documentation of AT in the IEP
Evaluation of AT Effectiveness
AT in the Context of Transition




Takeaway for Students

You have the right to AT at school if you need it
to benefit from a free, appropriate public
education!




Introduction to the AT Guidance

* Assistive Technology in Public Education: Guidance for
Delaware Educators and Families

A guidebook based on research
Shares ways to consider, identify, and provide effective
AT devices and services
Still a work in progress!
* Will be available on paper and digitally
*  Will be updated to keep up with best practices




Chapters in the AT Guidance

* Assistive Technology Defined

AT Consideration

* AT Assessment and Decision-Making
 Documenting AT in the IEP

e AT Acquisition and Funding

* AT Implementation

* Evaluation of AT Effectiveness

* AT Infrastructure and Administrative Support for AT
* AT in the Context of Transition

* Accessible Instructional Materials (AIM)




AT Guidance Structure

* Each chapter is broken up into these sections:
Foundations in Law and Policy at both federal and state
levels
Translation of law and policy into practical terms
Putting the information to work

e Titled “Implications for Practice” in the Guidance
Resources




Why is the Guidance Important?

We know that many students who would benefit from AT
devices and services do not have access to AT.




Emmanuel’s Story




AT Device Examples




AT Includes Both Devices and Services

Devices are things.

"Any item, piece of equipment, or
product system, whether
acquired commercially off the
shelf, modified, or customized,
that is used to increase, maintain,
or improve the functional
capabilities of a child with a
disability"

Services are supports.

"Any service that directly assists a
child with a disability in the
selection, acquisition, or use of an
assistive technology device"

Examples:
— Evaluation and acquisition
— Modifying
- Integrating with existing supports
- Training team members
- Maintaining and repairing




What Do those Definitions Mean for Students?

* If atool meets the IDEA definition, it is assistive technology
and must be considered, evaluated, documented, and
implemented as required in the law.

— Including high-, mid-, low-, and no-tech devices
— Including specialized and off-the-shelf devices

* Any service related to considering, selecting, acquiring,

using, maintaining, and repairing AT is included in the law.




AT Consideration

IDEA says AT must be considered for every student with a
disability when their IEP is being developed.

Other Factors to Consider:
IEP Team must consider each of the factors.
If there is a need identified, check “Yes: and address in the IEP.

Yes

No
| Communication needs of the student

Braille instruction for students who are blind or visually impaired

Communication and language needs for students who are deaf/hard of hearing

Language needs for students with limited English proficiency

Need for assistive technology devices and services

Intervention supports and strategies for students who have difficulty accessing andfor using grade-level
textbooks and other core materials in standard print formats.
I:‘ Evidenced-based reading interventions, supports, and strategies for students with limited reading proficiency.

Pasitive behavior interventions, supports, and strategies for students whose behavior impedes learning

DDDDdDDE




What Does it Mean to “Consider”?

* To determine whether the IEP team will talk about AT more
as the IEP is being developed.
— It does not mean the team needs to decide if they will
provide AT right now.

— The team will decide if AT could be useful and make a

plan to gather more information for decision-making.




Common Errors in Consideration

AT is considered for students with severe disabilities only.
No one on the IEP team is knowledgeable about AT.
Teams don’t use a consistent process based on student data.

Consideration is limited to items the team is familiar with or has in
the district.

Team members don’t consider access to the curriculum and IEP
goals.

If AT is not needed, the team fails to document why it came to that
decision.

AT is only considered if insurance reimbursement is available.




AT Assessment

* AT assessment should help teams answer the big question:
— Is AT necessary for the student to complete tasks

aligned with the curriculum and their goals
at a level that reflects their abilities

in their least restrictive environment
with minimal assistance?




What is Being Assessed?

¢ The student
—  Present level of performance
— Areas of need
—  Preferences
*  The environments
—  Existing supports
— Known and potential barriers
*  The tasks
—  Expectations of the student
— Goals and learning objectives
*  Potential tools
— If there was a device out there that would help the student do what they need
to do, what would that tool be like?




Features of Good AT Assessment

* Good AT assessment:
— Is student-centered and individualized
— Is a process, not an event
— Includes feature matching
— Involves device trials




AT Assessment is an Ongoing Process

e Like everything else in the IEP, AT devices and services must
be constantly re-evaluated to make sure they are working.

* If needed, the team should make changes, including
modifying devices or providing additional training to the
student and their team.

Changes must be based on
data!




Documentation of AT in the IEP

* |If the IEP team determines that a student needs
AT devices or services, they must document
that need in the IEP

— What gets written in the IEP is what gets

Include training
done if needed!

 The law does not require AT to be
documented in any one specific section

— Itis up to the IEP team to document AT
where it makes the most sense




Taking AT Devices Home

e If a student’s IEP says they need AT at home for homework
or practice:

— They get to take the devices home with them

OR

— The school must provide another system for home use




AT in the Transition Process

* AT needs must be revisited in transition planning.

— Consider new tasks, environments, and expectations
the student may encounter.
e Transition planning should help the new team meet the
student’s needs.
— The plan should not just include what the student was
using in the old environment, but what will be needed
in the new setting.




Transitioning Out of School

* During Transition IEP meetings, the team should talk about
how the student’s needs will change and how they will stay
the same.

e |f the student will need AT in the next phase of their life, the
team needs to make a plan for how to provide it.

— Remember, if a device was purchased by the school,
the school owns it and can keep it when the student

transitions.




Accessible Instructional Materials (AIM)

“Interventions, supports, and strategies for students who have
difficulty accessing and/or using grade-level textbooks and other core
materials in standard print formats” must also be considered in IEPs
Students have the right to:

— Learning materials in accessible formats

e Audio

* Digital
e Large print
— AT tools that convert speech into print for written tasks




Your Best AT Resource

Delaware Assistive Technology Initiative (DATI)
* 2 AT Resource Centers open to all Delawareans

— Newark
— Milford

* Provides device demonstration and loans, training, public
awareness, and connections to others who can help

* https://www.cds.udel.edu/at/dati/



https://www.cds.udel.edu/at/dati/
https://www.cds.udel.edu/at/dati/

Final Takeaway for Students

You have the right to AT at school if you need it
to benefit from a free, appropriate public
education!




Questions?




Evaluation

Please take a moment to complete the
evaluation on this session.
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